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1. Module Title

Narrative in Global Cinema

2a. Module Leader

Nina Lubbren

2b. School

Cambridge School of the Creative Industries

2c. Faculty

Faculty of Arts, Humanities, Education and Social Sciences

3a. Level

6

3b. Module Type

Standard (fine graded)

4a. Credits

15

4b. Study Hours

150

5. Restrictions

Type Module Code Module Name Condition

Pre-requisites: None

Co-requisites: None

Exclusions: None

Courses to which this module is
restricted:
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LEARNING, TEACHING AND ASSESSMENT INFORMATION

6a. Module Description

The module explores the way stories are told in films from around the world.  You will study key aspects of cinematic narrative
structure, including order, duration, cause-and-effect patterns, and the distinction between fabula (story) and syuzhet (plot). 
You will also examine how character and voice are handled in film, the function of 'point of view', focalisation, and internal vs
external characterisation.  You will address theoretical aspects such as narrator and narratee, reception theory, suspense vs
surprise, the key 'seven' narrative functions, narrative and genre, and the ideology of 'show vs tell'.  You will analyse non-
narrative (and anti-narrative) aspects of narratives, such as description, iconic shots, music, and other disruptive elements. 
You will also be thinking about the different roles of words (dialogue, text, sub-titles) and imagery.

You will study all of these narrative topics with regard to global cinemas.  You will compare and contrast mainstream
commercial Hollywood movies with non-American examples, ask to what extent continuity narrative has become the dominant
pattern across the globe, examine narrative structures that do not fit the mainstream model, and analyse the intersection of
global narratives with diverse identity formations.  You will view films and clips from various European countries and non-
Western regions, in addition to co-productions and transnational examples.

6b. Outline Content

Key aspects of narrative structure:  order, duration, cause and effect, fabula and syuzhet

Character (motivation; direct, indirect; flat, round; the actant-model)

Voice (levels of focalisation; perspective; embedded narration; omniscient narrator)

Non-narrative aspects (description; iconic star power; spectacle; song-and-dance sequences)

Models of narrative:  continuity; Aristotle; Propp; alternative models

Visual narration (word vs image; 'silent' narration)

Narrative and genre

Narrative, diversity and identities

Filmic examples from around the world

6c. Key Texts/Literature

The reading list to support this module is available at: https://readinglists.aru.ac.uk/

6d. Specialist Learning Resources

N/A
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7. Learning Outcomes (threshold standards)

No. Type On successful completion of this module the student will be
expected to be able to:

1 Knowledge and Understanding Explain key aspects of narrative structure in film

2 Knowledge and Understanding Apply theoretical narrative concepts to examples from global cinemas

3
Intellectual, practical, affective and
transferrable skills

Demonstrate an ability to conduct autonomous research into selected films
from around the world

8a. Module Occurrence to which this MDF Refers

Year Occurrence Period Location Mode of Delivery

2025/6 ZZF
Template For Face To
Face Learning Delivery

Face to Face

8b. Learning Activities for the above Module Occurrence

Learning Activities Hours Learning Outcomes
Details of Duration,
frequency and other
comments

Lectures 0 N/A N/A

Other teacher managed
learning

24 1-3
Seminar, 2 hours a week, 12
weeks

Student managed learning 126 1-3 Student managed learning

TOTAL: 150

9. Assessment for the above Module Occurrence

Assessment
No. Assessment Method Learning

Outcomes Weighting (%) Fine Grade or
Pass/Fail

Qualifying
Mark (%)

010 Coursework 1 33 (%) Fine Grade 30 (%)

1000 words film analysis

Assessment
No. Assessment Method Learning

Outcomes Weighting (%) Fine Grade or
Pass/Fail

Qualifying
Mark (%)

011 Coursework 1-3 67 (%) Fine Grade 30 (%)

2000 words critical essay
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In order to pass this module, students are required to achieve an overall mark of 40% (for modules at levels 3, 4, 5
and 6) or 50% (for modules at level 7*).

In addition, students are required to:
(a) achieve the qualifying mark for each element of fine graded assessment as specified above
(b) pass any pass/fail elements

[* the pass mark of 50% applies for all module occurrences from the academic year 2024/25 – see Section 3a of
this MDF to check the level of the module and Section 8a of this MDF to check the academic year]
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