
Module Definition Form (MDF)

Module code: MOD008580 Version: 5    Date Amended: 02/Sep/2026

1. Module Title

Advanced Legal Research and Methodology

2a. Module Leader

Egle Dagilyte

2b. School

School of Economics, Finance and Law

2c. Faculty

Faculty of Business and Law

3a. Level

7

3b. Module Type

Standard (fine graded)

4a. Credits

15

4b. Study Hours

150

5. Restrictions

Type Module Code Module Name Condition

Pre-requisites: None

Co-requisites: None

Exclusions: None

Courses to which this module is
restricted:

Generated on 03/09/2026, 07:03:40 Page 1 of 5



LEARNING, TEACHING AND ASSESSMENT INFORMATION

6a. Module Description

This module will provide you with a critical knowledge and understanding of research skills, methods and methodology,
including surveys, questionnaires, statistical analysis, interviews, in addition to bibliographical research methods in law. This
module includes hands-on training on how to access reliable materials both through the University library and from other
reliable sources and databases.

Further, this module will discuss learning and teaching styles; academic expectations and learning strategies. This is
particularly important for students with a multitude of prior learning experiences. Teaching is informed by active learning
pedagogies and organised via practical workshops, hands-on library sessions and E-learning, all providing grounding in the
various research methods and techniques. The workshops will focus upon selected topics in of International Business and
Commercial Law, to which you are required to analyse and apply appropriate methodological skills.

The module contributes particularly to research and analytical and critical thinking skills, which are transferable skills highly
valued by employers. Understanding of advantages and disadvantages of legal research methods will be beneficial not only
when designing and writing Postgraduate Major Project (LLM dissertation), but also when you carry out research in future
career or business planning.

This module will develop your cultural awareness when conducting research, including how to identify and address research
ethics considerations (and follow the relevant procedures) for their Postgraduate Major Project (LLM dissertation), as required
by the University and international research associations and societies.

During the module, you will be able to build and enhance social networks and relations with their peers, tutors and law
librarians. This will be done via designated class team working activities, tasks to enhance your face-to-face and digital
professional oral and written communication skills, and when researching the leading scholars for your Postgraduate Major
Project (LLM dissertation).

 

6b. Outline Content

Legal research project planning techniques
Legal research skills: including electronic and bibliographical particularly as these relate to international sources
Research methodology: including surveys, questionnaires, statistical analysis, interviews, in addition to bibliographical
research methods in sociology/criminology
Ethical issues related to research design
Analysis and critique in an international business and commercial law context
Referencing according to academic conventions

6c. Key Texts/Literature

The reading list to support this module is available at: https://readinglists.aru.ac.uk/

6d. Specialist Learning Resources

None
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7. Learning Outcomes (threshold standards)

No. Type On successful completion of this module the student will be
expected to be able to:

1 Knowledge and Understanding

Critically evaluate and synthesise legal research methodologies and
methods as they apply to your law degree programme, assessing their
theoretical foundations, practical applications, and relevance across
evolving legal, commercial, and socio-political contexts.

2
Intellectual, practical, affective and
transferrable skills

Critically analyse complex research problems, selecting and justifying
appropriate legal research methodologies and techniques with contextual
sensitivity, awareness of legal pluralism, and ethically informed reasoning,
including consideration of digital and AI research tools.

3
Intellectual, practical, affective and
transferrable skills

Design, justify and apply a coherent, original legal research enquiry by
formulating nuanced research questions, defining the scope of
investigation, and developing a methodologically sound and contextually
integrated research strategy, and applying that strategy (or draft elements
thereof) to a complex legal scenario.

4
Intellectual, practical, affective and
transferrable skills

Independently conduct rigorous, self-directed legal research using a range
of digital databases and academic resources, critically evaluating the
reliability, relevance, and authority of sources, and producing accurately
referenced work that adheres to advanced academic and professional
standards,

8a. Module Occurrence to which this MDF Refers

Year Occurrence Period Location Mode of Delivery

2026/7 ZZF
Template For Face To
Face Learning Delivery

Face to Face
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8b. Learning Activities for the above Module Occurrence

Learning Activities Hours Learning Outcomes
Details of Duration,
frequency and other
comments

Lectures 0 N/A N/A

Other teacher managed
learning

25 1-4

Tutor Led Workshop (TLW):
1 x 1-hour TLW x 11  weeks
(Teaching Weeks 1-11)  
AND   Student Led Workshop
(SLW): 1 x 1-hour SLW x 11
weeks (Teaching Weeks 1-
11)  PLUS 1 x 20min
screencast x 10
weeks (Teaching Weeks 1-
10)  

Student managed learning 125 1-4

To include such things as
watching screencasts, online
discussion boards, VLE
exercises and activities,
private study, workshop
preparation, assessment
preparation and completion.   

TOTAL: 150

9. Assessment for the above Module Occurrence

The assessment for some modules includes a presentation (see below for details on how this particular module is assessed).
We recognise that presenting, especially to a large group, can cause significant anxiety or distress for some students. If this
may affect you, please contact your Module Leader or the Disability and Neurodiversity Service as early as possible. We will
work with you to consider appropriate reasonable adjustments. Depending on your individual needs, these might include, for
example, presenting to a smaller group or presenting only to a member of academic staff.

Assessment
No. Assessment Method Learning

Outcomes Weighting (%) Fine Grade or
Pass/Fail

Qualifying
Mark (%)

010 Practical 1,2,4 30 (%) Fine Grade 40 (%)

Individual Legal Research Methods Presentation (10min) + Q&A (5min)

Assessment
No. Assessment Method Learning

Outcomes Weighting (%) Fine Grade or
Pass/Fail

Qualifying
Mark (%)

011 Coursework 1-4 70 (%) Fine Grade 40 (%)

Portfolio - Critical Analysis 2000 words
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In order to pass this module, students are required to achieve an overall mark of 40% (for modules at levels 3, 4, 5
and 6) or 50% (for modules at level 7*).

In addition, students are required to:
(a) achieve the qualifying mark for each element of fine graded assessment as specified above
(b) pass any pass/fail elements

[* the pass mark of 50% applies for all module occurrences from the academic year 2024/25 – see Section 3a of
this MDF to check the level of the module and Section 8a of this MDF to check the academic year]
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