
Module Definition Form (MDF)

Module code: MOD008608 Version: 4    Date Amended: 01/Sep/2026

1. Module Title

International Trade Law

2a. Module Leader

Katerina Sidiropoulou

2b. School

School of Economics, Finance and Law

2c. Faculty

Faculty of Business and Law

3a. Level

7

3b. Module Type

Standard (fine graded)

4a. Credits

15

4b. Study Hours

150

5. Restrictions

Type Module Code Module Name Condition

Pre-requisites: None

Co-requisites: None

Exclusions: None

Courses to which this module is
restricted:
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LEARNING, TEACHING AND ASSESSMENT INFORMATION

6a. Module Description

The module provides an analytical framework within which international trade transactions take place across differing
jurisdictions. There is consideration of international sales contracts, carriage of goods by sea and financing of international
trade. The legal and commercial rules governing specific trade contracts and accompanying documentation will be examined
in the context of English common law, as well as in the context of international rules and conventions concerning international
trade. The different methods of financing international trade will also be considered. There is also analysis of the rights and
duties of carriers of goods.

You will have the opportunity to develop the application of these rules through practical problem solving, demonstrating your
ability to apply your knowledge and understanding of your discipline in an original and creative way. You will also be expected
to evaluate and critically analyse current legal doctrine and demonstrate advanced legal scholarship. 

Throughout this module you will be exposed to and be expected to contribute to a range of skills building activities that
underpin your employability. These range from the development of team working activities, communication skills both written
and verbal, logical reasoning and the ability to undertake independent research. Criticality is introduced immediately within the
module and will be sustained through both formative and summative assessment.

The module contributes particularly to complex and creative problem-solving skills and the ability to engage in systematic,
conceptual and critical analysis and synthesis of primary and secondary source materials. This module is especially relevant
to all students attracted to business, professional or commercial careers, as well as students hoping to work as commercial
lawyers.

6b. Outline Content

International sales, background and context
International trade conventions e.g. the CISG
Specific forms of sale contract (e.g. f.o.b. and C.i.f.) and documentary transactions
Financing transactions e.g. documentary credits, bills of lading, security
The rights and duties of carriers e.g. the Hague-Visby Rules

6c. Key Texts/Literature

The reading list to support this module is available at: https://readinglists.aru.ac.uk/

6d. Specialist Learning Resources

Additional resources will be available through the VLE, including online tutorials

Electronic Library on International Commercial Law and the CISG http://www.cisg.law.pace.edu
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7. Learning Outcomes (threshold standards)

No. Type On successful completion of this module the student will be
expected to be able to:

1 Knowledge and Understanding

Critically evaluate and synthesise legal frameworks, principles, doctrines,
institutions, and processes relevant to International Trade Law and assess
how they interact and evolve across complex and contested social,
political, commercial, and ethical contexts.

2
Intellectual, practical, affective and
transferrable skills

Critically analyse and interrogate a range of legal materials, theories, and
perspectives relevant to International Trade Law, identifying ambiguity,
conflict, and potential reform, and developing original interpretations
grounded in legal reasoning.

3
Intellectual, practical, affective and
transferrable skills

Apply and evaluate complex legal principles to novel, interdisciplinary, or
ambiguous scenarios, creating solutions that show creative and original
insight, and integrate legal analysis with broader policy, ethical, and
contextual dimensions.

4
Intellectual, practical, affective and
transferrable skills

Produce sophisticated and critically structured legal arguments tailored to
academic or professional audiences, communicating with precision,
originality, and authority, and adhering to advanced academic and
professional standards.

8a. Module Occurrence to which this MDF Refers

Year Occurrence Period Location Mode of Delivery

2026/7 ZZF
Template For Face To
Face Learning Delivery

Face to Face
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8b. Learning Activities for the above Module Occurrence

Learning Activities Hours Learning Outcomes
Details of Duration,
frequency and other
comments

Lectures 0 N/A N/A

Other teacher managed
learning

23 1-4

1 hour tutor led workshop OR
1 hour lecture x 10 weeks
(weeks 1-10) AND 1 hour
student led workshop OR 1
hour seminar/tutorial x 10
weeks minimum (weeks 1-10
or 2-11) PLUS 1 x twenty-
minute screencasts x 10
weeks minimum (weeks 1-
10, ACL modules only and
excluding SAM)

Student managed learning 127 1-4

To include such things as
engaging online discussion
boards, VLE exercises,
private study (guided and
autonomous), tutorial
preparation, assessment
preparation and completion.
This is adjusted if additional
Teacher Managed Learning
is used to ensure total 150
hours.

TOTAL: 150

9. Assessment for the above Module Occurrence

The assessment for some modules includes a presentation (see below for details on how this particular module is assessed).
We recognise that presenting, especially to a large group, can cause significant anxiety or distress for some students. If this
may affect you, please contact your Module Leader or the Disability and Neurodiversity Service as early as possible. We will
work with you to consider appropriate reasonable adjustments. Depending on your individual needs, these might include, for
example, presenting to a smaller group or presenting only to a member of academic staff.

Assessment
No. Assessment Method Learning

Outcomes Weighting (%) Fine Grade or
Pass/Fail

Qualifying
Mark (%)

010 Coursework 1-4 100 (%) Fine Grade 40 (%)

Case Study 1000 words and Essay 2000 words
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Assessment components for Element 010

Component No. Assessment Title Submission
Method Weighting (%)

Components
needed for Mark
Calculation?

010/1
Case Study/Practical
application 1,000 words

Canvas 30 (%)

All

010/2
Essay/Theoretical exploration
of a given topic 2,000 words

Canvas 70 (%)

In order to pass this module, students are required to achieve an overall mark of 40% (for modules at levels 3, 4, 5
and 6) or 50% (for modules at level 7*).

In addition, students are required to:
(a) achieve the qualifying mark for each element of fine graded assessment as specified above
(b) pass any pass/fail elements

[* the pass mark of 50% applies for all module occurrences from the academic year 2024/25 – see Section 3a of
this MDF to check the level of the module and Section 8a of this MDF to check the academic year]
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