
Module Definition Form (MDF)

Module code: MOD010722 Version: 1    Date Amended: 18/Dec/2024

1. Module Title

Writing European History, 1815-1914

2a. Module Leader

Rohan McWilliam

2b. School

School of Humanities and Social Sciences

2c. Faculty

Faculty of Arts, Humanities, Education and Social Sciences

3a. Level

4

3b. Module Type

Standard (fine graded)

4a. Credits

30

4b. Study Hours

300

5. Restrictions

Type Module Code Module Name Condition

Pre-requisites: None

Co-requisites: None

Exclusions: None

Courses to which this module is
restricted:

BA (Hons) History; BA (Hons) History and Education; BA (Hons) English and
History (CoWA)
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LEARNING, TEACHING AND ASSESSMENT INFORMATION

6a. Module Description

In this module, you will explore European history in the long nineteenth century, from Napoleon to the approach of the Great
War in 1914. You will analyse the sources of political and social change that shaped modern European history, including
industrialisation, revolution, imperialism, race, war, nationalism and liberalism. By the end of the module, you will understand
some important aspects of how modern Europe came to be as well as the impact that Europe had on people around the
globe. At the same, you will use the record of change in this period to understand the historian’s craft and build the skills that
you will need to succeed at university-level history. This will include encountering both primary and secondary source material
and exploring issues of historical interpretation. You will thus develop the ability to work both individually and as part of a group
in understanding the past. More importantly, you will develop your identity as a historian, an identity you will take with you into
the wider world on finishing your degree. This is not just a description of somebody who writes and researches history for a
living, but a way of thinking critically about the past and the present.

6b. Outline Content

Themes and content covered in this module might include:

Post-revolutionary Europe
The Congress of Vienna
Western Europe and Industrialisation
Eastern Europe
Liberal Europe
Conservative Europe
Nationalism and national identity
A spectre haunting Europe: the communist challenge
Global Europe: the empires and beyond
The end of the century
Towards the First World War
Using historical sources (including digital material)
Schools of historical theory
The question of objectivity in historical interpretation
Scholarly referencing and presentation

6c. Key Texts/Literature

The reading list to support this module is available at: https://readinglists.aru.ac.uk/

6d. Specialist Learning Resources

Active learning classroom
Digital archive databases through Anglia library catalogue. – Cambridge Collections access.
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7. Learning Outcomes (threshold standards)

No. Type On successful completion of this module the student will be
expected to be able to:

1 Knowledge and Understanding
Demonstrate an understand of the development of Europe in the period
1815-1914

2 Knowledge and Understanding Analyse and interpret a wide range of historical sources

3 Knowledge and Understanding
Interrogate a number of historical theories which have been developed to
explain processes of change in the nineteenth century.

4
Intellectual, practical, affective and
transferrable skills

Develop skills of communication in written, visual, oral, or digital forms.

5
Intellectual, practical, affective and
transferrable skills

Develop an effective use of the English language for academic writing.

8a. Module Occurrence to which this MDF Refers

Year Occurrence Period Location Mode of Delivery

2026/7 ZZF
Template For Face To
Face Learning Delivery

Face to Face

8b. Learning Activities for the above Module Occurrence

Learning Activities Hours Learning Outcomes
Details of Duration,
frequency and other
comments

Lectures 18 1-5 Lecture 1.5 hr x12 weeks

Other teacher managed
learning

18 1-5 Seminar 1.5hr x12 weeks

Student managed learning 264 1-5
Project based work,
research, and individual
reading

TOTAL: 300
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9. Assessment for the above Module Occurrence

The assessment for some modules includes a presentation (see below for details on how this particular module is assessed).
We recognise that presenting, especially to a large group, can cause significant anxiety or distress for some students. If this
may affect you, please contact your Module Leader or the Disability and Neurodiversity Service as early as possible. We will
work with you to consider appropriate reasonable adjustments. Depending on your individual needs, these might include, for
example, presenting to a smaller group or presenting only to a member of academic staff.

Assessment
No. Assessment Method Learning

Outcomes Weighting (%) Fine Grade or
Pass/Fail

Qualifying
Mark (%)

010 Coursework 1, 2, 4, 5 50 (%) Fine Grade 30 (%)

Essay 3000 words

Assessment
No. Assessment Method Learning

Outcomes Weighting (%) Fine Grade or
Pass/Fail

Qualifying
Mark (%)

011 Coursework 1-5 50 (%) Fine Grade 30 (%)

Report 3000 words

In order to pass this module, students are required to achieve an overall mark of 40% (for modules at levels 3, 4, 5
and 6) or 50% (for modules at level 7*).

In addition, students are required to:
(a) achieve the qualifying mark for each element of fine graded assessment as specified above
(b) pass any pass/fail elements

[* the pass mark of 50% applies for all module occurrences from the academic year 2024/25 – see Section 3a of
this MDF to check the level of the module and Section 8a of this MDF to check the academic year]
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