
Module Definition Form (MDF)

Module code: MOD011335 Version: 1    Date Amended: 11/Apr/2025

1. Module Title

Animal Health and Welfare

2a. Module Leader

Nnenna Ugwu

2b. School

Writtle School of Agriculture, Animal and Environmental Sciences

2c. Faculty

Faculty of Science and Engineering

3a. Level

5

3b. Module Type

Standard (fine graded)

4a. Credits

15

4b. Study Hours

150

5. Restrictions

Type Module Code Module Name Condition

Pre-requisites: None

Co-requisites: None

Exclusions: None

Courses to which this module is
restricted:
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LEARNING, TEACHING AND ASSESSMENT INFORMATION

6a. Module Description

This module provides core underpinning knowledge of animal health and welfare and supports advanced learning in these
areas. It investigates the effects of infectious and non-infectious diseases the health of captive animals. Aspects of animal
health, disease and the relationship with welfare are discussed and the concepts and methods of assessing welfare of
animals in variety of contexts will be covered.

The importance of both attendance at lectures and strategies for note taking will be emphasised. A particular focus will be
given to the importance of undertaking, by the students, of additional reading to consolidate and further their understanding
(both in terms of scope and depth) of a topic; such reading also provides an important learning experience with regard to
written communication (particularly with respect to the development of a structured introductory rationale for an area of study,
and the use of references to underpin commentary). Students will complete practical laboratory tasks to build on their
laboratory skill set and enhance their team work skills.

6b. Outline Content

Physiological and behaviour indicators of a poor and good health and welfare; physiology of stress and animal
responses to stress.
Welfare – what is welfare, multiple effects on welfare, assessing welfare.
Pathogens- The effects of pathogenic organisms, signs of common disease, zoonotic and notifiable conditions
Principles of immune response
Use of laboratory equipment and diagnostics; identification of a range of microorganisms.

6c. Key Texts/Literature

The reading list to support this module is available at: https://readinglists.aru.ac.uk/

6d. Specialist Learning Resources

None

7. Learning Outcomes (threshold standards)

No. Type On successful completion of this module the student will be
expected to be able to:

1 Knowledge and Understanding
Demonstrate an understanding of the concept of welfare as it relates to
captive animals

2 Knowledge and Understanding Discuss a range of diseases in different classes of animals

3
Intellectual, practical, affective and
transferrable skills

Apply laboratory based means of diagnosing diseases
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8a. Module Occurrence to which this MDF Refers

Year Occurrence Period Location Mode of Delivery

2026/7 ZZF
Template For Face To
Face Learning Delivery

Face to Face

8b. Learning Activities for the above Module Occurrence

Learning Activities Hours Learning Outcomes
Details of Duration,
frequency and other
comments

Lectures 21 1-2 Lectures

Other teacher managed
learning

12 1-3 Practicals

Student managed learning 117 1-3
To include directed reading,
formative assessment

TOTAL: 150

9. Assessment for the above Module Occurrence

The assessment for some modules includes a presentation (see below for details on how this particular module is assessed).
We recognise that presenting, especially to a large group, can cause significant anxiety or distress for some students. If this
may affect you, please contact your Module Leader or the Disability and Neurodiversity Service as early as possible. We will
work with you to consider appropriate reasonable adjustments. Depending on your individual needs, these might include, for
example, presenting to a smaller group or presenting only to a member of academic staff.

Assessment
No. Assessment Method Learning

Outcomes Weighting (%) Fine Grade or
Pass/Fail

Qualifying
Mark (%)

010 Coursework 1-3 50 (%) Fine Grade 30 (%)

Report (2000 Words)

Assessment
No. Assessment Method Learning

Outcomes Weighting (%) Fine Grade or
Pass/Fail

Qualifying
Mark (%)

011 Examination Writtle 1-3 50 (%) Fine Grade 30 (%)

Exam (2 Hours)
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In order to pass this module, students are required to achieve an overall mark of 40% (for modules at levels 3, 4, 5
and 6) or 50% (for modules at level 7*).

In addition, students are required to:
(a) achieve the qualifying mark for each element of fine graded assessment as specified above
(b) pass any pass/fail elements

[* the pass mark of 50% applies for all module occurrences from the academic year 2024/25 – see Section 3a of
this MDF to check the level of the module and Section 8a of this MDF to check the academic year]
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