
Module Definition Form (MDF)

Module code: MOD011467 Version: 1    Date Amended: 28/Apr/2026

1. Module Title

​​Critical and Contextual Studies 2: Creativity and Context in Dialogue​

2a. Module Leader

Farzaneh Yazdandoost

2b. School

Cambridge School of Art

2c. Faculty

Faculty of Arts, Humanities, Education and Social Sciences

3a. Level

5

3b. Module Type

Standard (fine graded)

4a. Credits

15

4b. Study Hours

150

5. Restrictions

Type Module Code Module Name Condition

Pre-requisites: None

Co-requisites: None

Exclusions: None

Courses to which this module is
restricted:
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LEARNING, TEACHING AND ASSESSMENT INFORMATION

6a. Module Description

This module is about understanding where your creative practice sits in the world — in dialogue with other creative
practitioners, thinkers, and cultural contexts. You will explore how ideas, values, and social issues shape creative work, and
how your own practice responds to (and challenges) those contexts.

​You will learn how to talk and write confidently about your work — not just what it is, but what it means and why it matters.
Together, we will look at key debates that affect creative practice today, such as Identity, gender and race, ethics and
sustainability, Care and Wellbeing, digital and online culture, and the politics of space and place.

​You will be introduced to curatorial thinking as a way to position your own work within a wider creative and critical context.
Through this curatorial lens, you will explore how creative practices speak to each other — and how you can use scholarly
ideas to deepen that dialogue.

​By the end of the module, you will be able to critically evaluate your own creative work and that of others, understanding how
ideas and contexts give creative practice its meaning, relevance, and power.​ 

6b. Outline Content

What does it mean to make art and design in context?
​Creative practitioners and curators as storytellers
​Gender, race and identity
​Care and wellbeing
​Ethics and Sustainability  
​The politics of space and place
​Digital and online culture ​ 

6c. Key Texts/Literature

The reading list to support this module is available at: https://readinglists.aru.ac.uk/
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6d. Specialist Learning Resources

Online Archives, Databases and Academic Journals

Sage Journals
JSTORE online journal
Bloomsbury Applied Visual Arts
BFI National Archive
Internet Archive: Animation and Cartoons
V&A Images (V&A Online Archive)
The Fitzwilliam Museum Online Resources

Online and In-person Exhibitions, Screening, Curatorial Platforms, and Recorded Artist Talks

Art viewer: Contemporary Art Platform and Archive
Overstandard: Culture and Creativity
Metal Magazine
Animate Project
Ask Kurt
This is Tomorrow

Podcasts and Audio Resources

You are dead to me  
Art History for All
TEDx Talk
Creativity and Robots
The Sociological Review
BBC 4 

7. Learning Outcomes (threshold standards)

No. Type On successful completion of this module the student will be
expected to be able to:

1 Knowledge and Understanding
​​​Critically evaluate the work of creative practitioners to inform your
understanding of your own studio practice. 

2
Intellectual, practical, affective and
transferrable skills

Identify and research creative, artistic, cultural, and theoretical contexts
relevant to your own practice.

3
Intellectual, practical, affective and
transferrable skills

​​Communicate your concepts, ideas, and research insights clearly through
written, visual, or oral forms.​

8a. Module Occurrence to which this MDF Refers

Year Occurrence Period Location Mode of Delivery

2026/7 ZZF
Template For Face To
Face Learning Delivery

Face to Face

Generated on 13/09/2026, 22:23:35 Page 3 of 4



8b. Learning Activities for the above Module Occurrence

Learning Activities Hours Learning Outcomes
Details of Duration,
frequency and other
comments

Lectures 9 1-3 Weekly one hour lecture

Other teacher managed
learning

21 1-3 Seminars and workshops

Student managed learning 120 1-3
​​​Seminar preparation, reading
and research, assignment
work​

TOTAL: 150

9. Assessment for the above Module Occurrence

The assessment for some modules includes a presentation (see below for details on how this particular module is assessed).
We recognise that presenting, especially to a large group, can cause significant anxiety or distress for some students. If this
may affect you, please contact your Module Leader or the Disability and Neurodiversity Service as early as possible. We will
work with you to consider appropriate reasonable adjustments. Depending on your individual needs, these might include, for
example, presenting to a smaller group or presenting only to a member of academic staff.

Assessment
No. Assessment Method Learning

Outcomes Weighting (%) Fine Grade or
Pass/Fail

Qualifying
Mark (%)

010 Coursework 1-3 100 (%) Fine Grade 30 (%)

Contextual Portfolio consisting of curatorial statement and visual portfolio 1500-2000 words

In order to pass this module, students are required to achieve an overall mark of 40% (for modules at levels 3, 4, 5
and 6) or 50% (for modules at level 7*).

In addition, students are required to:
(a) achieve the qualifying mark for each element of fine graded assessment as specified above
(b) pass any pass/fail elements

[* the pass mark of 50% applies for all module occurrences from the academic year 2024/25 – see Section 3a of
this MDF to check the level of the module and Section 8a of this MDF to check the academic year]
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